
Welcome to the Autumn edition of the club’s 
newsletter. 
From Tim Edmunds, Commodore 2017 

The nights are beginning to draw in, the sun losing 
it’s warmer and the lap of Barton water on our sail 
boat hulls during 2017 will soon be a memory. 
However, what lovely memories have been 
created this year, and also captured on camera by 
members and the BBC ! 

 You, the members of our club, have sailed more 
than in recent years, new members have joined us 
and the number of sailors from other club’s in 
Norfolk and from further afield has continued to 
increase as people seek to enjoy the wonderful 
sailing Barton Broad offers, and the warm 
welcome the club and its members provide at our 
Open Races and Social Events.   

 

A big thank you to all the members who 

helped during the course of the year. 

Much work is done behind the scenes in addition 
to race day duties and running social events. 
There are far too many people to list in this 
newsletter. You know who you are . Your efforts 
and hard work are much appreciated and don't go 
unnoticed by other members or visitors to the club. 

Members interested in perhaps offering to help for 
the first time, please don’t be shy - it is less 
daunting than one may think. 

Please keep an eye out for working party dates 
during the winter. 
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This coming year there are also opportunities to 
join the Committee, or one of its new sub-groups. 
Sub-groups of the Committee are being formed 
this year to help the club run smoother free from 
the constraints of formal attendance at meetings. 
They will provide the opportunity for people with 
particular skills and / or ideas to come together to 
help the club continue to provide safe enjoyable 
competitive and social sailing, but also the platform 
for it’s continued improvement and growth. 

If you are interested to know more please do join 
us at the Club’s AGM on 18 November at the 
New Victory Hall, Neatishead. Or alternatively if 
you are not able to attend the AGM please speak 
to anyone of the existing Committee Members. 

The AGM is followed by our annual ‘Laying Up 
Supper’. 

Regatta and Open Events: Attendance at our 
Open Events and Regatta has continued to grow. 
In no small part due, no doubt, to the quality of the 
open water sailing Barton Broad offers, but also 
we know from the feedback received from visiting 
sailors because of the warmth of welcome 
provided by club members. 

The quality of our cakes does not go unnoticed 
either! 

Sunset on Barton



 
Sailing is meant to be fun; it is heartening that our 
club is recognised for its hospitality and generosity 
of spirt, even if when racing all those afloat seek to 
hone their competitive skills to safety sail the 
course as fast  as possible. 

Social Events: Throughout the year members 
have held various social events, normally on a 
Saturday afternoon followed, weather permitting, 
by a BBQ on the pontoons. These continue to 
grow in popularity offering informal sailing, in the 
company of other members and guests. ‘Social 
Saturdays’ have provided over the course of the 
summer the opportunity for those members who 
may be apprehensive or unsure of racing, to 
increase their confidence in sailing in close 
proximity of other boats. 

If you have not taken part this year, the dates are 
provided on the club’s programme so please do 
put at least one of these in your diary and come 
and join the fun. 

Membership Subscriptions: It is good that so 
many members now pay via direct debt . Paying 
this way greatly helps the club and those working 
‘behind the scenes’ to maintain the correct 
payments and keep the club on an even keel. This 
year the Committee have put forward an AGM  
Motion to amend the structure of membership 
subscriptions introducing for everyone, other than 
juniors, a lower membership subscription for those 
that pay by direct debt compared to those that do 
not. Juniors will pay the same whether by direct 
debt or not. Please see the formal AGM papers for 
more information. 

If you have not already done so it is a simple 
process. Please contact our Honorary Treasurer 
Anthony Owen on treasurer@puntclub.co.uk and 
he will arrange for the relevant information to be 
sent to you in order to set this up simply and 
quickly ensuring you reference your payment with 
your name and a summary description of what the 
payment is for. 

Sunrise at Regatta

Drinks during Punt 
Championships
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Club Boats: Whilst the annual cost of running the 
small fleet of club boats is covered by the income 
their use generates, they are still a very much 
under utilised resource. During this last year they 
were used primarily for club training purposes, and 
Norwich School used some of them teach pupils to 
sail and also take part in International sailing 
events. 

Very few members use them. They are there to be 
used, please do take advantage of them. For 
instance they provide the opportunity to get a float 
in a boat that perhaps one doesn’t normally sail, to 
add to the boats used by members socially in 
having a day out on Barton or on race days. The 
kind of boats the club has have been carefully 
chosen to develop less experienced sailors, so 
they provide the opportunity to try various dinghies 
if you or your friends are thinking of buying one for 
children or grand children and want to try 
something first. 

We have tried to make booking easier during the 
course of the year. If you have any views on how 
we could further improve the process please do 
get in touch. Full information on how to book and 
use club boats is also available on the club’s 
website. 

Training Courses: If you are feeling a little ‘rusty’ 
or confused afloat Val and her team of 
professionals can help. 
 

Throughout this last year the club provided a  
series of ‘Learn to Sail’, ‘Better Sailing’, ‘Improve 
Your Sailing’, ‘Junior Training’, ‘Assistant Instructor’ 
and Power Boat courses, all at very reasonable 
rates. There is also ‘Junior Week, which this year 
was a great success thanks to Val and her very 
able team of instructors and helpers. 

Numbers undertaking courses have been 
encouraging, and bode well for the future of the 
club. Full details of the course available are on the 
club’s website. Very much worth a look if you aren't 
aware of what is on offer. 

Finally, I have throughly enjoyed this last year. 
Perhaps I would have liked to have sailed more 
with Bart, but at least did join the ranks of punt 
sailors who have broken mast! 

Little did I know, when I agreed to become a ‘Flag 
Officer’ back in 2014, how busy my professional 
and family life would be in 2017. 

I am truly grateful (and in any ways humbled) for 
the help and support of Sally, and members of the 
club’s committee, who have helped me beyond 
measure. Thank you. Andrew Wilton is stepping up 
to the role of Commodore next. The club with Drew 
at the helm, supported by a very able and 
dedicated committee, will I am sure continue to 
play its unique role within the wider world of sailing 
in Norfolk. Good luck Drew - enjoy the ride. 


