
Welcome to the first newsletter of the season. 
From Tim Edmunds, Commodore 2017 

The nights are getting lighter, the sun is getting 
warmer and the varnish and epoxy is beginning to 
dry a little quicker - this must mean the new sailing 
season is nearly upon us. Many thanks to Matthew 
for helming us all through the club’s 90th birthday 
celebrations. It was a great year, made possible by 
the support and hard work of club members.  

 
Thank you also to all the members who helped 
during the working parties this winter. The Tea Hut 
is now on its new raft, the pontoons treated with 
preservative and lots of other little jobs 
undertaken. 

 

Annual Dinner: The dinner at Brasted’s was a 
great success. Well done to all those that won 
silverware. Thanks go to David Alder for sharing 
his memories of the club, both at Barton and also 
further afield, as he recounted tales of members 
taking their punts to sail on waters around the 
country. I have heard many accounts of the 
glorious punt sailing at Aldeburgh. My eldest son, 
James, has had the good fortune to crew for David 
during the regatta at Aldeburgh. Hopefully Bart and 
I will get a chance at take Rhode Island Red for a 
salty dip soon! 

Centenary Fund: In my letter to members in 
January I set out the ways that you as a member 
of the Norfolk Punt Club can help, above and 
beyond the great work undertaken during the year. 
It is good that so many members now pay via 
direct debt and have also made voluntary 
contributions to our Centenary Fund, which was 
set up last year to ensure the club is in good 
financial health when it turns 100. 

Paying membership subscriptions by direct debit  
greatly helps the club and those working ‘behind 
the scenes’ to maintain the correct payments and 
keep the club on an even keel. If you have not 
already done so it is a simple process.  

Punts close hauled 
and sailing at close 
quarters



Please contact our new Honorary Treasurer 
Anthony Owen on treasurer@puntclub.co.uk and 
he will arrange for the relevant information to be 
sent to you in order to set this up simply and 
quickly. 

Also when paying the club by BACS please 
reference your payment with your name and a 
summary description of what the payment is for. 
This also helps greatly reduce the ‘back of house’ 
burden. 

New for 2017: This year all the huts on the 
pontoons will have ‘key-less’ access, similar to 
combination locks used on the loos. This should 
make more of the club’s facilities available for use 
by all members all week round. 

The engine on the RIB (which was beginning to go 
into ‘limp home’ mode on occasion) has been 
replaced, and the dory has been retired from 
safety boat service (due to water ingress into its 
hull). 

The club’s BBQ has finally succumbed to the 
elements, and is being replaced. This is free for 
members use. It’s gas powered so you only need 
to supply your favourite BBQ food! 
 

A new ‘Funyak’ safety boat with a spacious cockpit 
and central seated helm position (similar to the 
RIB) has been purchased. 

 
 A big thank you to Val and her team of helpers, 
who undertook the research and field trials to find 
the kind of craft suited to our needs. 

A lazy sunny Sunday on Barton
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Club Boats: As well as renewing and updating our 
rescue boats the club has refreshed, with the kind 
support of some of our members, the range of 
boats available for sail training, and members use. 

The RS Vision has been replaced by a Laser 2000 
for our more adventurous junior sailors. The two 
RS Fevas have been retained. The club Yeoman 
has been updated and they are joined for the 
coming season by a standard Laser and an 
Optimist. 

Information on how to book and use club boats is 
also available on the club’s website. 

Training Courses: If you are feeling a little ‘rusty’ 
or confused afloat Val and her team of 
professionals can help. 

There are a series of ‘Learn to Sail’, ‘Better 
Sailing’, ‘Improve Your Sailing’, ‘Junior Training’, 
‘Assistant Instructor’ and Power Boat courses 
available during the year at very reasonable rates. 

There are still places available on the RYA Safety 
boat course on the 8/9th April. This is really the 
qualification you need to be effective in safety 
boats when actually rescuing people and boats - 
cost £30. 

 A RYA Powerboat L2 course is being run on the 
12/13th April. At the time of going to print one 
place is still available - cost £30.  

Learn to Sail/Improve Your sailing. This is a course 
that will suit all abilities. Six Friday evenings 
starting on the 9th June - cost £100 members, 
£125 non members. 

Please make sure that your Juniors are signed up 
for Junior Training Weekend and Junior Week. 

Details of all the training events, both sail and 
power boat, are available on the club’s website 
(www.puntclub.co.uk). 

Rota: Please don’t forget to put your name down 

for your preferred duty dates. Details on the 
website, or contact Nick Dixey.

I look forward to seeing to seeing 
you afloat soon.

The club’s two RS Fevas,
complete with Juniors!

Rev. Nev giving a brief history of the club and sailing on the Norfolk Broads 
at a recent Neatishead, Irstead and Barton Turf Heritage Club evening

http://www.puntclub.co.uk


NPC Calendar of Events 2017 

Committee Meetings 10 March, 26 May, 21 July, 

   22 September, 20 October 

General Working Parties 11-Mar 

Radio Controlled Lasers 11 February, 18 March, 8 April 

Power Boat L2   25-26 March 

Towing Out  1 April 
Instructor's Course (NOT) 3-7 April 

Fitting Out Supper 8 April 

Safety Boat Course 8-9 April 

Barton Bunny - 

 Pursuit Race 15 April 

Rules Evening  28 April 
1st Sunday sailing 30 April 

White Boat Tuning 6 May 

Go Wild at Barton  14 May 

1st Tuesday sailing 16 May 

Push the Boat Out - 

 Social Saturday 20 May 

Three Rivers Race 3 and 4 June  
Learn to Sail -  

 Better Sailing 9, 16, 23, 30 June, 7, 14 July 

Cruiser Open  10-11 June 

Y & B Open  17-18 June 

Junior Training Weekend 24-25 June 

Social Saturday  24 June 

Bittern Open  25 June 
Norfolk Show  28-29 June 

Punt Open  8-9 July 

Social Saturday 1 5 July 

Improve your Racing 16 July 

Family Fun and  

 Jubilee Bowl 29-30 July 

Last Tuesday racing 8 August 
Social Saturday  12 August 

Punt Championships 19-20 August 

Junior Week  21-25 August 

Assistant Instructors 

 Course  21-25 August 

Regatta   26-27 August 
Broadland Youth Regatta 2 September 

Event for NWT and 

 Broads Authority 16 September 

Bart's Bash  17 September 

Team racing  23-24 September 

Last Sunday sailing 1 October 

Barton Charter 

 Yacht Regatta 8-12 October 

Athene Cup  14 October 

Towing In  28 October 

AGM   18 November 
Winter Social Event TBC 

Annual Dinner 2018 13 January 2018 

Your Flag Officers 

Commodore: Tim Edmunds 
commodore@puntclub.co.uk 

Vice-Commodore: Andrew Wilton 
vicecommodore@puntclub.co.uk 

Rear Commodore: Alex Craker 
rearcommodore@puntclub.co.uk 

Hon. Treasurer: Anthony Owen 
treasurer@puntclub.co.uk 

Membership: Caroline Dixey 
membership@puntclub.co.uk 

Berthing Mistress: Alison Sawyer 
berthmaster@puntclub.co.uk 

Duty Rota: Nick Dixey 
(see website) 

Hon. Secretary: James Arthur 
secretary@puntclub.co.uk
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