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Dear Sailors, Tea Drinkers and 
Lovers of Cake 

Towing in is always tinged with a little    

sadness — though this year’s sunshine 

helped hugely in getting the job done.    

Another season over – and just the          

rescuing, cleaning and storing of old barrels 

to look forward to on 23rd November. Oh – 

and a delicious Laying-Up Supper too, of 

course.  Flown by, it has! 

What a club!   

Are we the luckiest sailors, or it is my       

imagination? Our club seems to be going 

from strength to strength. We have         

attracted many new members during these 

past three years; including seasoned sailors 

from elsewhere (just a broad away, and over 

220 miles away) and novices keen to learn 

on our beautiful broad in the capable hands 

of our training team.  

Touching comments have included “we 

should have joined the Punt Club 20 years 

ago!” (a non-sailing partner of a fairly      

recent member) and “we were over-

whelmed by how much we were made to 

feel welcome….” (brand new members). 

In some senses though, the newest     

members are our Barton Bugs! Seeing the 

next generation of punt clubbers out on the 

water this summer was wonderful after a 

few seasons without many littlies around. 

Congratulations to all you breeders and 

grandbreeders, for maintaining our family 

club spirit.   

So, more Sunday sailing can be forecast for 

the future…. What’s the betting that some 

of the bugs get to the finishing line before  

some of the older novices? So much to look 

Future OODs 



New developments 

With the arrival of a new Hon Sec came 

the NPC NEWS! This seems to have 

gone down a storm. Thank you, 

Amanda, for keeping us all in the 

loop, and yes you can ease up over 

the winter - but not too much.   

The radical departure from the    

Regatta Hogg Roast was a           

refreshing change. I loved the 

mushy peas – and the F&C were 

very good too. Thank you, Social 

Group, for that suggestion. 

I have it on very good authority that 

somewhere at Cox’s is the makings 

of a frame for the first of our new 

generation of pontoons. The barrels 

are there too, and we await the  

new-fangled, eco-friendly recycled   

plastic boards to form the decking. 

Not wanting the club to miss out 

on a social opportunity, my  biggest 

question on this now is: when is the 

launch party?  
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New junior trophy 

An announcement: Tim Edmunds has       

presented a lovely little cup to the 

club that his father fell in love with at 

an auction. His request was that it be 

awarded with the aim of adding some 

more friendly competition for our    

Junior club members. The junior     

committee was asked for a               

recommendation.  Their decision was 

that this cup be used as a junior 

‘Turning Up Cup’ for the junior who 

sails and joins in the racing the most 

in the season. It will be a token of the 

club’s gratitude to our junior members 

who come out to the     pontoon 

whenever possible. Hopefully this   

trophy will encourage more Juniors  to 

be active club members!                                                Tim Edmunds’ Cup to Scale 

Secret squirrel pics 

from a boatyard near 

Barton…… 



Boring—but VERY important 

Fortunately, the club has a good safety record – 

and that’s the way we want to keep it. 

Although we do not plan to capsize, we do real-

ise there is always a risk. So please would all   

sailors (and parents of young sailors) remember 

the basics  

• dinghy sailors should always wear personal 

buoyancy kit which is fit for purpose and 

done up securely, including the crotch straps, 

so they can be lifted from the water easily by 

the safety boat team 

• younger sailors out and about on the water 

finding their water wings and having fun 

should stay behind the pontoon and be     

supervised by a willing adult, especially when 

boats are coming in to moor  

• sailors in the water should not be towed by a 

boat under engine; if necessary, safety boat 

crews should use the oars or call for more 

assistance  

• as many members as possible should be   

willing, able and confident in aiding a        

rescue. Our fabulous training team lay on 

Power Boat and Safety Boat courses so we 

can all learn the ropes and be part of a sup-

portive club looking after each other on the 

water. Do sign up – then take every  oppor-

tunity to practice your skills.    

Safety Boat duty can be quite relaxing 

For the rusty ones amongst us, Ian Mason will be 

taking Safety Boat refresher courses next season. 

Please line up behind me: I will be the first in the 

queue! 

NPC Provisional Diary 2020  

Working Parties        8 & 22 Feb, 7 March 

Radio Controlled Lasers       7 Dec, 11 Jan 

                                           8 Feb, 14 March 

Winter Social                                  8 March  

Towing Out                                  21  March  

Fitting Out Supper                            4 April  

Power Boat L2                          18/19 April 

Safety Boat Course                  25/26 April 

Barton Bunny Pursuit Race          11 April 

1st Sunday Sailing                          26 April 

1st Tuesday Sailing                         12 May 

Adult Training                            15/16 May 

Barton Bugs (5-7yrs old)                16 May 

Push the Boat out Social Sat         16 May 

Improve your Racing          17 May 

Three Rivers Race                     30-31 May 

Cruiser Open                                 6-7 June 

Yare and Bure Open                 13-14 June 

Adult Training                           19/20 June 

Social Saturday                               20 June 

Adult Training                           19/20 June 

Punt Open                                 27-28 June 

Social Saturday                                11 July 

Barton Bugs (5-7 yrs old)              11 July 

Adult training                             10/11 July 

Adult training                                   18 July 

Jubilee Bowl                                     26 July 

Last Tuesday racing                     4 August 

Social Saturday                             8 August 

Punt Championships            22-23 August 

Junior Week                          24-28 August 

Barton Bugs (5-7yr olds)     25-27 August 

Regatta                                  29-30 August 

Barton Broad Open Regatta    31 August 

Broadland Youth Regatta    5 September 

Junior Takeover Day            6 September  

Social Saturday                   26 September 

Last Sunday Sailing            27 September 

Barton Charter Yacht Regatta     4-8 Oct 

Athene Cup                              10 October 

Towing in                                7 November 

AGM                                      21 November 

Annual Dinner                19 January 2021 
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‘Thank yous’ 

We have an amazing committee and set of 

sub committees, whose members work    

enthusiastically, energetically and entertain-

ingly to get stuff done and keep our ‘keels’ 

on. (Sorry!) A personal thank you from me – 

and on behalf of members generally, a big 

thank you from them. Some individuals 

should be singled out: Bill Glover, for his 

design work on the new pontoons; Alison 

Sawyer our Punt Club Supper Supremo;   

Simon Daniels for his ongoing help with his 

cherry picker, transportation and winter 

boat storage; and all the training team who 

give up so much time to help build our 

skills and confidence on the water.  

And for those who are changing places: 

thank you to: 

• Thagborg (aka Nick Dixey) for years 

of entertaining missives about duty 

rotas, and to Sarah and David Adler 

for taking up the reigns on this 

• Alison Sawyer for managing the 

berths in the dinghy park for so 

long and to Kate Dulieu & Dick Roe 

to whom you should address your 

applications for next season 

• Carol Watson who is standing 

down from the Committee but will 

continue to keep an eye on club 

boats for now 

• John Seeley, who is standing down 

from orchestrating Tuesday evening 

sailing 

• Tim Edmunds who is also standing 

down from the Committee and has 

done so much behind the scenes 

over the years, including building 

the course setting board / table last   

winter. 

 

 

 

Au revoir, Thagborg … we hope to see 

you back on the water next year in a   

different guise. 

Signing off …. 

So, it’s been a blast…..  

I look forward to seeing you at the AGM 

and Laying Up Supper, where you will be 

able to pick up recipe books and NPC 2020 

calendars as Christmas stocking fillers for 

your friends and family. And in January at 

the Annual Dinner which I have arranged to 

be at (the refurbished) Hotel Wroxham, 

where we will be entertained (I hope) by an 

after-dinner speaker. 

Wishing you all a mild winter and many 

more happy sailing seasons ahead, 

Alex xx 
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